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On October 13th, 2016, the 
Swedish Academy awarded 
this year’s Nobel Prize in 
Literature to songwriter Bob 
Dylan “for having created 
new poetic expressions 
within the great American 
song tradition.” Much of  the 
world was speechless—Bob 
Dylan especially, who replied 
to the award after weeks of  
silence. He failed to respond to 
repeated calls from the Nobel 
committee, and was criticised 
as “impolite and arrogant” 
by a prominent member 
of  the Swedish Academy. 

Dylan has since recognized 
the award and his appreciation 
for the honor in a phone 
call with Sara Danius, the 
permanent secretary of  the 
Academy. In an interview with 
the Telegraph released October 
29th, he stated it was “hard to 
believe...amazing, incredible”, 
and that he would “absolutely” 
attend an award ceremony. He 
further noted that “everything 
worth doing takes time.” 
With the amount of  time 
he took, Dylan believed that 
accepting the Nobel Prize for 
Literature was worth doing. 

Meanwhile, awarding what 

is heralded as the “literary 
world’s highest honor” by 
the New York Times to a 
popular musician has sparked 
some controversy, especially 
amongst literary circles. 
A question arises: do song 
lyrics have the same artistic 
value as poetry or novels? 

Many East Brunswick 
High School natives hold 
opinions on whether or not 
the songwriter truly deserves 
the award. English teacher Ms. 

Cunningham comments: “It’s 
nice to recognize the artistry 
and talent in different forms 
of  writing.” However, she 
expresses her disappointment 
that some important people 
in the “traditional” world of  
literature were “skipped over. 
They should be recognized 
before we start giving awards 
to lyricists”. Music teacher 
Mr. Gates, on the other 
hand, believes that Dylan’s 
lyrics are “a form of  poetry” 

in themselves, and that his 
musical contributions to an 
“American artform” definitely 
make him deserving of  the 
Nobel Prize. Senior and 
musician Patrick Wai has 
his own thoughts: “Songs go 
beyond what literature can 
provide by also creating an 
ambience through sounds, 
and even expands beyond the 
classic definition of  literature. 
Song lyrics are on the same 
level, if  not beyond poetry 

Bob Dylan: Master of Words
by Kaitlin Cunanan

or novels—but my qualm 
is that we pigeonhole songs 
into an archaic category. 
Bob Dylan was an amazing 
songwriter and musician—
why pigeonhole him into a 
category known for books and 
poems when there are so many 
other forms of  recognition?” 

Bob Dylan certainly has had 
no shortage of  recognition in 
other forms—he has won over 
forty awards, including two 
“Album of  the Year” Grammy 
Awards for The Concert for 
Bangladesh and Time Out of  
Mind, the Grammy Lifetime 
Achievement Award, and an 
Academy and Golden Globe 
Award for his song “Things 
Have Changed.” Dylan has had 
his recordings inducted into 
the Grammy Hall of  Fame, 
and was inducted into the Rock 
and Roll Hall of  Fame in 1988. 
This long list of  accolades 
now includes a Nobel Prize. 

As Bob Dylan sings in “The 
Times They Are a-Changin’,” 
“The wheel’s still in spin/And 
there’s no tellin’ who/That 
it’s namin’.” The wheel has 
spun, and it has named Bob 
Dylan as a proud recipient of  
the Nobel Prize for Literature.

Playbuzz.com
Bob Dylan has recently been awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature for his meaningful lyrics

If  students were asked to rank their favorite electives 
at the high school, Sociology, or the “class with 
the weddings,” would most likely rest comfortably 
somewhere in the top ten. The class’ high-profile 
weddings and work with senior citizens is not the only 
draw for students; contributing a significant amount 
to the popularity of  the class is the teacher, Mr. 
Koenigsberg. Mr. Koenigsberg, who has been deaf  
since the age of  19, is consistently regarded as one of  
his students’ most memorable and inspiring teachers. 
After 30 years of  teaching in EB, Mr. Koenigsberg 
was asked to reflect on his unique class and what it’s 
brought him, and taught him, throughout the years:

Q: What’s the best thing about teaching?
A: Being able to see people learn, grow, and use 
what we teach in life. I get a lot of  satisfaction out 
of  knowing I have been an inspiration, and knowing 
I’ve influenced people. People getting back to me and 
telling me that they did well in Sociology [in college] 
because they took my class. I get many people who tell 
me they’ve met somebody who can’t hear, and they 
didn’t feel nervous about it because they’ve known 
me. So I think for me, the best thing is working with 
people; I enjoy working with my students and getting 
to see them be successful. I still get people from 1971 
who contact me now- my very first year teaching! A 
student tracked me down, emailed me, and said hello. I 
get so many people doing things like that- emailing me 
after all these years- and that, to me, is when you know 
you’ve been successful. I try to do the best job I can.

Q: How has being deaf  changed your approach to teaching?
A: I think being deaf  gives me a better understanding 
as to how my students feel about things. I don’t 
take things for granted. I like to try to get that 
across to people: appreciate what you have. I think 
because I can’t hear, I’m more perceptive. I think 
the students work well with me because I can’t 
hear; I may not pick up everything that someone 
asks, but [the students will] help each other, and 
it makes for a better environment in the classroom. 

Q: In all your years of  teaching, what’s the 
funniest question you’ve ever been asked?
A: The funniest question I’ve ever been asked 
is if  I can drive a car. That’s funny, right? 
Have you thought about that? I’m deaf, but 
I’m not blind! I drive just like everyone else!

Q: What’s your favorite proposal been?
A: That’s a tough question! I’ve had some really 
good ones. I’m gonna be honest with you, some of  
these proposals have been better than my actual 
proposal to my wife! Because when I got married, 
proposing wasn’t what it was today. Now, when 
you do it, it has to be big. Back then it was more 
low key - so to say which one was my favorite? 
There was one boy who made a video where 
he went down to the mall and pretended to 
be looking at rings, and that was very good. 
He kept asking the sales clerk about certain rings and 
being like, ‘I can’t afford that!’ and it was so realistic! 

by Kyra Dimaranan

Feature a Teacher:  Mr. Koenigsberg

Jonah Aguilar
Mr. Koenigsberg shares his experiences from his 30 
years of teaching in East Brunswick

Daisy Cherian
Senior Fibi Youssef is excited to be the bride for Mr. 
Koensigsberg’s third period class
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Stress. An overwhelming sentiment that most, if  not all, EBHS students experience. For the most part, many students see stress as 
an inevitable entity, that only increases with obligations to academics and extracurriculars. According to a recent New York University 
College of  Nursing study, stress can impede academic success, worsen mental health, and increase risky behavior. Now is the best time 
to open a dialogue about stress and how to deal with it.
 At The Clarion, we would like to suggest solutions to any students who feel that stress has taken a predominant position in 
their lives. 
One method of  managing stress is through mindfulness and meditation. While taking a yoga class in gym is a great start, any 
student can devote a couple of  minutes of  their day to some simple deep breathing while pushing aside their troubles for those few 
minutes. Want to add some extra umph to your meditation? Students can download apps such as Headspace for free to get expert 
advice on how to make the most of  one’s relaxation.
Another solution involves coping with the workload. Sometimes, it helps to plan out what homework or chores to do first and so on. 
Prioritization lends a sense of  control in the situation as well as a distinct plan that is easier to follow. Also, do not be afraid to ask 
teachers and parents for help. They can help you implement methods to mitigate stress in the long-term. 
 Most importantly, realize that the effects of  stress can change with one’s perceptions of  the stress.The more one deals with 
stress, the less intense the perceived effects of  stress feel. Keep calm and carry on.

Your Executive Assistant Editors,
Shayan and Daniel

Hi everyone,

After East Brunswick 
residents eagerly filed into 
the administration building 
on Thursday, October 20th 
to attend the Board of  
Education meeting, the board 
members found their seats and 
quickly got down to business.

They began by discussing 
the district-wide denim day 
that teachers partook in on 
October 7th, announcing that 
the schools raised a total of  
$3,137 for cancer research and 
donated the money locally to 
the Rutgers Cancer Institute 
of  New Jersey. “I think it’s 
really great that the teachers 
are so dedicated to helping the 
cause,” says East Brunswick 
High School senior Emily 
Lou. “It’s good to see that 
doing something so small 
can help so many people.”

The board also recognized 
several local leaders, including 
fire marshall John Talbot. “It 
must be a very scary thing to 
know that the safety of  human 
beings is under your purview, 
but our first responders face 
these kinds of  situations 
on a daily basis,” said Board 
Vice President Vicki Becker 
as she took a quick picture 

with Talbot. Aside from 
their emergency services, 
several of  the local officers 
have also taken the time to 
visit elementary schools in 
the district and share their 
knowledge regarding fire 

safety, helping to spread 
awareness of  the issue and 
prevent fires from occurring. 
“I don’t think we can ever say 
thank you enough,” said Becker.

In honor of  National 
Principals Month, the board 
also recognized the efforts 

Board of Ed & Community 
Collaboration!

by Kayla Kaplan
of  many principals in the 
district. Inspired by this, East 
Brunswick High School junior 
Kush Mathur said that “The 
Board of  Ed does a really good 
job in recognizing local heroes 
that sometimes operate behind 

the scenes. It’s really important 
that their efforts don’t go 
unnoticed, and the Board 
of  Ed makes sure of  this.”

Later, the Board 
of  Education Student 
Representative Ruthika 
Narayanan spoke about the 

TAPinto.com
We would like to welcome our 
newest BOE members!

senior seminar that took place 
on October 19th while the 
sophomores and juniors were 
taking the PSAT. She included 
that a guest speaker presented 
the issue of  substance abuse in 
an entertaining manner, truly 
reaching his audience and 
waking up the students during 
an early morning in school.

There was also a short 
public portion of  the 
meeting where community 
members expressed their 
concerns and suggestions 
for the district, contributing 
to the education system in 
East Brunswick in order to 
make it the best it can be. 

Between addressing 
local endeavors, recognizing 
community leaders, and 
listening to knowledgeable 
individuals, the East 
Brunswick Board of  Education 
always has a great deal 
of  information to share. 

The board’s December 
meetings are scheduled to 
take place on the first and 
third Thursdays of  the 
month at eight o’clock in the 
evening, so come out and join 
us for a fun and informative 
night about East Brunswick!

EBHS Takes on Spirit Week!
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Are you a self-proclaimed 
geek? Are you part of  a fandom 
for fictional characters? Are 
you obsessed with a certain 
show, book, movie, videogame, 
comic, or anime? If  so, there are 
definitely two words that will 
pique your interest: Comic Con. 

According to Gizmodo, 
the word “nerd” was first 
used as a word to describe “a 
person that exhibit[s] strange 
mannerisms or fixations that 

peg [them] as a social outcast.” 
Now, its meaning has changed 
radically, with many choosing 
to wear the word as a badge 
of  pride. Many organizations, 
products, and blogs now 
proudly sport the word nerd 
to appeal to a specific audience.

Comic Con is one of  the 
most famous of  these “nerd 
gatherings,” hosting events 
in cities like New York 
and Baltimore for nerds, 

geeks, and otakus alike. 
This representation of  geek 
culture has inspired the East 
Brunswick Public Library 
(EBPL) to host their very own 
Comic Con, featuring a gaming 
and crafting alley, numerous 
vendors, Harry Potter trivia, 

and special keynote speaker 
Fred Van Lente, a comics 
author who has written 
for Marvel and Valiant. 

One of  the adult organizers 

of  the event, Chris Barnes, 
stated, “A bunch of  our staff  
have been to Comic Con 
events. Since we have tons of  
graphic novels and movies in 
our collection, it seemed like 
a natural extension to plan 
an event like this.” In terms 
of  what they hope to achieve, 
he responded, “EBPL would 
like to have an event that all 
of  our guests and attendees 
enjoy. I think the biggest 
challenge for EBCon is that 
we have never held an event 
like this before. It’s been a 
learning experience for us. 
But that said, we’ve enjoyed 
working on this project.” 

The hard working EBPL 
staff  are also being assisted 
by the Harry Potter Alliance, 
a student organization 
that senior Sakshi Roongta 
describes as “a volunteer club 
that focuses on using stories to 
foster social change.” As Sakshi 
explains, “The main priorities 
of  [EBCon] are just to have 
fun and bring people together 
with common interests.”

However, not everyone 
believes that the EBCon is 
going to be a success. EBHS 
junior Nicholas Florczak, who 

by Janice Ryu

Comic Con is Coming
attended the New York Comic 
Con, stated, “Concerning the 
Comic Con at EBPL, I’m not 
sure what to think of  how it’ll 
work considering it will take 
place at a library, a place where 
students come for a quiet 
place, and college students and 
older people come for a chance 
to read and write.” He worries 
that the smaller budget will 
put stringent limits on the 
EBCon, noting that “over 
thousands of  dollars are spent 
on New York’s Comic Con 
and other Comic Cons, so it 
will definitely be smaller.” 
However, he admits that “a 
Comic Con at the EBPL will 
give a certain group of  teens 
to have the chance to cosplay 
and get an idea of  what Comic 
Con is like,” and see a “whole 
representation of  the ‘nerdy’ 
clique, where people can see 
what everyone’s interested in.” 

Regardless of  the outcome, 
the EBCon is going to be a 
great place to make new friends 
and gush about your interests, 
so why not attend? The event 
will be held on December 
3rd at the EBPL, so mark 
the date, plan your cosplay, 
and get prepared to nerd out!

ew.com
The excitement of San Diego’s Comic Con will soon be seen in East Brunswick!

The moment that we entered the doors of  EBHS, 
we started writing a new chapter in the book of  our 
lives. When we think of  sophomore year, we think 
of  the unfamiliar feeling of  being pushed out of  our 
comfort zones and into the high school world. It’s a 
very unique experience compared to previous years, 
especially for sophomores in East Brunswick who 
are newly exposed to the high school atmosphere. 
The Clarion asked some of  the new sophomores of  
East Brunswick High School how their year is going. 

Q: What are your overall expectations 
for this year at the high school?

A: My expectations are to have a much different 
learning experience than before and that there will be 
many new clubs and events to take part in. - Seharsh Baxi

A: My expectations 
for high school are 
like most people; I 
wanna make new 
friends, memories, 
pass the PSAT 
and SAT, and 
get prepared for 
college. - Sneha Patel

Q: What do you like 
most about East 
Brunswick High 
School? In what 
ways do you feel it  is 
different from Churchill 
Junior High School?

A: I like that in the high school there is more of  a 
variety of  everything: extra curricular activities, 
club events, people, school spirit, food, and so 
much more. In Churchill, you were kind of  stuck 
with the people that were in your grade, where 
as in the high school you can have several classes 
with juniors and seniors as well. - Sneha Patel 
 
A: I personally enjoy the fact that everyone is more 
involved. In EBHS, you have 
more opportunities to be a part of  something, while in 
Churchill, the club options are limited. - Giselle Vidals
        
Q: What aspect of  East Brusnwick High School 
have you found to be the most difficult or challenging?

A: I find the classes to be much more challenging 
in the high school than junior high. My 
responsibilities have increased. -Nicole Yen

A: The most challenging thing about the high school 
is balancing all of  your homework and sports, so I 
would say that time management would probably be 
the most difficult thing to adjust to. -Faith Hutson

Q: How have you coped with adjusting
to your new school and schedule here at EBHS?

A: I adjusted pretty well, it wasn’t hard to 
do because once you find your class then 
it’s pretty easy from there! - Gia LaRocca
A: It was not a very difficult adjustment to the new 
school, but I am still currently adjusting to the difficulty 
of  some classes and trying to take part in many of  the 
activities that the school has to offer. - Seharsh Baxi

Q: What  has been your favorite 
thing about sophomore year so far?
        
A: I have made so many new friends and learned so 
much about being responsible from extracurricular 
activities. It’s really helped in broadening my 
horizons and exposing me to different kinds of  
people in the school and unique experiences that I 
couldn’t have had anywhere else. -Arnav Chenemilla

A: The people. There is such a diversity of  
people and through extracurriculars and clubs I 
have connected with such a variety of  people in 
different grades. It makes me feel like I’m a apart 
of  something big and important. - Zeerak Chishti

It appears that to most sophomores, the high school 
has been a learning experience. No one expected 
an easy transition, 
and some are still 
learning how to cope 
with the pressures 
and responsibilities 
that come with being 
a high school student. 
Nevertheless, the 
ultimate reward 
seems to be worth the 
stress of  sophomore 
year. No matter how 
difficult it may be, 
sophomore year is 
just the beginning 
to a wonderful three 
years at EBHS.

Meet the Sophomores!
by Zainab Khan and Kaitlyn Tong

Jonah Aguilar
 Sophomore Gia LaRocca 

Jonah Aguilar
Sophomore Seharsh Baxi
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East Brunswick High School 
prides itself  upon the principle 
of  excellence in academics, 
athletics, and the arts. Outside 
of  the classroom, students 
are provided a wide range of  
opportunities to participate 
in various extracurricular 
activities. Most notably, 
students are encouraged to 
engage in team sports and 
academic clubs, standard 
components of  the typical high 
school experience. However, 
not all student activities 
receive equal recognition.

Whether it is the hundreds 
of  students who come out on 
a Friday night to support our 
EBHS Varsity football team, 
or the entire school cheering 
on student-athletes during 
pep rallies, sports have always 
taken the center of  attention. 
Nevertheless, many students 
within clubs believe they 
deserve the same amount 
of  recognition as students 
involved in sports. For one, 
both clubs and sports require 
major dedication. Junior Mitch 
Rimmerman recalls, “Last 
year, our Academic Team 
placed 13th at the national 
competition, the highest 

EBHS has ever gotten.” He 
continues, “Clubs deserve 
more recognition in general 
because the effort and amount 
of  work required are the same 
as swimming, or any other 

sport for that matter.” While 
sports and clubs are carried out 
in different manners, students 
involved in both activities are 
entirely devoted. Not alone, 
Mitch’s views are reciprocated 

among students within 
other sports and clubs. Abhi 
Bhamidipati, a sophomore 
with ties to both Model UN 
and Varsity Tennis, adds that 
“in many respects, our school 
is well-known for our academic 
accomplishments rather 
than athletics. That’s why I 
believe that like sports, clubs 
should be acknowledged and 
commended for their success in 
representing East Brunswick.” 
So if  additional recognition 
for clubs receives bipartisan 
approval from students, 
why do only sports shine 
bright within the limelight? 

The disparity between 
encouragement found in 
sports and clubs can be mostly 
contributed to entertainment 
value. Like many high schools

students, attending major 
sporting events appeals to a 
larger audience than attending 
those sponsored by clubs. In 
essence, the support of  both 
clubs and sports are decided 
by the students:  students 
with preferences to attend one 
event over the other usually 
base their decisions from the 
amount of  enjoyment each 
option has to offer. Senior 

Clubs vs Sports:
 Extracurricular Excitement

by Andrew Xu
Benny Rosen, a Vice President 
of  National Honor Society 
and captain of  the Varsity 
Soccer team, explains that 
“students involved in sports 
are more inclined to go to 
the football games on Friday 
night due to the social aspect, 
but I think it’s still important 
that we pay recognition to the 
academic clubs as well.” In 
the end, sports receive more 
support because the majority 
of  students admire the 
intensity and suspense factor 
that such events provide. 

To maintain East 
Brunswick’s proud history 
of  both academic and 
athletic success, we must 
begin to acknowledge and 
support our clubs as much 
as we support our sports 
teams. Like the numerous 
pep rallies held for athletics, 
clubs should be given similar 
opportunities to showcase 
scholastic achievement 
and intellectual curiosity. 
Ultimately, the combined 
contributions from all of  
our extracurricular activities 
are invaluable in upholding 
the virtuous reputation of  
East Brunswick High School.

Jonah Aguilar
East Brunswick’s Varsity soccer team maintains a high reputation

Alice Zhang
Academic Team continues to rank highly in Quizbowl competitions

The Results Are In...
The 2016 Election reflected 
the changing views Americans 
had concerning their future. 
Regardless of  the candidate, 
voters demonstrated the need 
to have their voices heard by 
exercising this civic right. 
According to the United 
States Elections Project, about 
134 million votes were cast, 
surpassing the previous vote 
record from the 2008 election. 
Some of  the first-time voters 
were EBHS students. Dulani 
Kankanamge, a senior who 
voted at Chittick Elementary 
School, explained, “As a first 
time voter, I found it very 
easy to know where to go, 
what district I’m in, and how 
to use the polling machines. 
I saw a lot of  friendly faces, 
even early in the morning.” 

In addition to the 
presidential races, there 
were down-ballot elections 
of  note. For New Jersey’s 
12th Congressional District, 
Bonnie Watson-Coleman 
was re-elected. For New 
Jersey’s 18th District, Patrick 
Diegnan was elected the 
state senator and Robert 
Karabinchak was elected to 
the General Assembly. A new 

East Brunswick municipal 
government was decided as 
well. Brad J. Cohen was elected 
mayor. Michael Spadafino and 
Sterley Stanley were elected to 
the town council. Barbara Reiss, 

Liwu Hong, Chad Seyler, and 
Robert V. Cancro were elected 
to the Board of  Education. 

Nationally, for most 
Americans, the results of  
the presidential race were 
shocking. Almost every 
national poll predicted a 
Clinton win, and even Donald 
Trump’s campaign was said to 

have considered their chances 
slim. For example, news sites 
such as The Huffington Post 
pegged Hillary Clinton at a 
98% chance of  winning the 
election beforehand. The ballot 

boxes, though, told a different 
story. On Election Day, tens 
of  thousands of  working-
class white voters turned out 
throughout the Rust Belt in 
support of  Trump, allowing 
him to win not only the 
battleground state of  Ohio, 
but traditionally Democratic 
states such as Michigan, 

Wisconsin, and Pennsylvania. 
Most had assumed that, even 
if  Trump took every swing 
state, Clinton’s “blue wall” 
of  states that have voted for 
the Democratic candidate 

for decades would guarantee 
her victory. Clearly, the blue 
wall was not as sturdy as it 
looked, and it came crashing 
down on November 8 when 
Trump was able to turn the 
electoral map on its head.

Technically, the presidential 
election isn’t over. When 
we vote on Election Day, we 

by Shayan Gupta & Daniel Yadin

do not vote directly for the 
president, but instead cast 
ballots deciding which slate 
of  electors will be sent to 
vote for the president on our 
state’s behalf. Past electors 
almost always voting for their 
assigned candidate, but, this 
year, the quirks in our election 
system are coming under 
scrutiny. Though Trump’s 
surge in the Midwest allowed 
him to narrowly win the crucial 
Rust Belt states and gain their 
electoral votes, guaranteeing 
him the presidency, his narrow 
wins in swing states and 
lower-than-average wins in 
traditionally Republican states, 
compared to Clinton’s massive 
wins in Democratic states and 
better-than-average losses in 
Republican states, mean that 
Clinton was able to win the 
popular vote while losing the 
electoral vote. In fact, over 
one million more Americans 
voted for Hillary Clinton 
than for Donald Trump, but 
Trump won a strong victory 
in Electoral College votes. 
And, in our political system, 
the latter is ultimately what 
decides the next President 
of  the United States.

270towin.com
President-elect Donald Trump will be sworn into office on January 20, 2017
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Live Tonight: Late Night Shows and Politics
Every night, millions of  
Americans tune into one of  
several late night talk show 

hosts. Seth Meyers, Stephen 
Colbert, and several more 
garner large audiences that 
want to hear their humorous 
opinions on a variety of  topics 
and current events in the 
world. One topic, however, 
is guaranteed to attract a 
wide audience: politics. Late 
night hosts have become a 

medium through which many 
Americans can make light of  
current political situations, 

including the upcoming 
presidential election, in 
the funniest ways possible.

Talk show hosts aren’t the 
only ones capitalizing on the 
popularity of  the election. 
This year’s season opener of  
Saturday Night Live, featuring 
a debate skit with Kate 
McKinnon as Hillary Clinton 

and Alec Baldwin as Donald 
Trump, boosted the ratings 
a whopping 29% from the 

previous season’s premiere, 
as noted by Marc Berman in 
Campaign US. The ratings for 
an SNL season premiere haven’t 
been this high since 2008, the 
first time Tina Fey famously 
portrayed Sarah Palin. 

However, political 
references can be damaging to 
a comedian as well. According 

by Paul Levine

to Business Insider, about 200 
people left Amy Schumer’s 
stand up routine after she 
mocked Donald Trump. John 
Bognar, a senior at EBHS, 
noted that “even though 
comedians may open the eyes 
of  many people to issues in the 
nation by making light of  them, 
they downplay how critical 
they are to the future of  the 
country.”  Although Schumer 
may have made some valid 
and informative points during 
her routine, many people still 
feel that a humorous approach 
to something as serious 
as politics is out of  place.

Furthermore, ridicule 
from comedians can have an 
immense impact on the issues 
themselves. One well known 
example is the “Tina Fey” 
effect. After viewing Fey’s 
satirical portrayal of  Palin on 
SNL, the Washington Post noted 
that 45.4% of  people were less 
likely to actually support Palin, 
as John McCain’s running 
mate, in the 2008 election.

Therefore, people may 
claim that comedians should 
approach topics like the political 
landscape of  America with the 
sternness and impartiality that 

would be found in a textbook. 
However, people like Carly 
Gallanter, a junior at EBHS, 
may argue that is important 
to “stop being so uptight and 
just laugh once in awhile,” 
because these comedians 
“joke around purely for 
entertainment purposes.” 

Although people sometimes 
turn to late night hosts, 
especially news show satires 
like The Daily Show, as their 
main source of  information, it 
is important to keep in mind 
that these comedians may not 
be including every significant 
piece of  information, and they 
often choose to talk about the 
funnier topics than the more 
serious ones. After all, if  you 
were a comedian trying to be 
as funny as possible, would 
you rather talk about Donald 
Trump’s desire to lower taxes, 
or his use of  the phrase “bad 
hombres?” As acclaimed 
writer Edgar Allan Poe once 
said, “Believe only half  of  
what you see and nothing that 
you hear.” Take what you see 
on comedians’ shows with a 
grain of  salt; while they can 
be entertaining, they may not 
always be the most credible.

notablequotes.com
Talk show hosts like Jon Stewart and Stephen Colbert both entertain and educate

Since the year 1986, the Rock 
and Roll Hall of  Fame has 
welcomed some of  the greatest 
musicians of  the genre into its 
halls. Located in Cleveland, 
Ohio, the famous museum 
entertains 500,000 people each 
year with its many exhibits 
on music and the artists it has 
honored in the past, including 
The Beatles, Aerosmith, 
Queen, and New Jersey’s own 
Bruce Springsteen. Every 
year, five rock and roll artists 
get inducted into its pantheon 
of  musicians. This year’s 
nominees are a diverse array 
of  artists each with their 
own distinct sound, from the 
folksy twang of  Joan Baez 
to the synth-filled electronic 
music made by Depeche Mode. 

All the nominees are 
accomplished artists, but some 
are more likely to be inducted 
than others. One notable 
nominee is Tupac Shakur, a 
rapper and record producer. 
Though Shakur was killed in a 
drive-by shooting in 1996, he’s 
sold over 75 million records 
worldwide. Two of  his albums, 
All Eyez on Me and Greatest 
Hits, have each sold over 5 
million copies, ranking them 

among the best selling albums 
in the United States. He was 
also ranked 86th on the music 
publication Rolling Stone’s The 
100 Greatest Artists of  All 
Time, and is frequently cited 

as one of  the greatest and 
most influential rappers of  
all time. East Brunswick High 

School junior Kyrollos Boulos 
says that he thinks that Shakur 
deserves to be inducted: “He 
had a hard childhood, but he 
didn’t use that as an excuse. 
He worked hard to ensure 

a better life for himself.”
While many students may 

not be familiar with some of  

this year’s nominees, it seems 
that they are all familiar with 
Journey. The group is most 
well known for its smash-hit 
single “Don’t Stop Believin’,” 
which experienced a huge 

renewal of  its success when 
it was covered by the cast of  
the TV show Glee in 2009. The 

“Journey” to the Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame

by Jillian Diamond
song currently ranks as the 
number one most-downloaded 
single on iTunes that was 
not released in the 21st 
century. The San Francisco-
based collective has also 
released a number of  gold, 
multi-platinum, and diamond 
albums, and has cracked the 
top ten of  the Billboard 200 
multiple times. In a poll of  
EBHS students about who 
they would like to see inducted, 
Journey came in first place.

Some of  the other artists 
in the poll with high rankings 
include Janet Jackson, one 
of  the few female artists in 
the running. If  inducted, 
Janet will join her brother 
Michael and The Jackson Five 
(inducted in 2001 and 1997, 
respectively) in the Hall of  
Fame ranks. Depeche Mode, a 
British electronic band cited as 
“[t]he most popular electronic 
band the world has ever 
known” by Q Magazine, was 
also popular in the poll, having 
tied for third place with the 
1990 grunge band Pearl Jam. 

The Rock and Roll 
Hall of  Fame Induction 
Ceremony will be aired live 
on April 8th, 2017 on HBO. 

Jillian Diamond
Students were asked their opinion on which nominees they felt were most deserving
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When we think of  winter, 
we think of  hot chocolate, 
snow days off  from school, 
and lazy days sleeping in. 
It is a time for hibernation, 
feasts celebrating holidays, 
and taking a break from the 
stress of  school. However, one 
cannot forget the variety of  
fun sports and activities that 
are related to winter as well. 

Eighty East Brunswick 
High School students 
responded to a poll available 
online, asking them what 
their favorite winter sports 
activity was. The options 
were: sledding, skiing, 
snowboarding, ice skating, ice 
hockey, and other. While it was 
very close to being evenly split 

between the five options, ice 
skating proved to be the most 
popular winter activity with 
23.8% of  the votes. One person 
who selected ice skating was 
junior Michelle Goberman.
When asked about why she 
chose this as her favorite 
winter sport, she replied that 
“I’ve been ice skating for years, 
and I love to try new ‘tricks’ 
every time I go. It’s also an 
activity my whole family likes 
to participate in, so it’s one of  
the few times where we can all 
have fun and spend time with 
each other.” Junior Eugene 
Kim also adds how he chose 
ice skating as his favorite 
sport, as it is “something that 
everyone can participate in.”

The second most-popular 
activity was sledding, coming 
closely behind with 21.3% of  
the votes. Coming in third 
was skiing, with 18.8% of  the 
eighty votes. Junior Matthew 
Tam, who selected skiing, 
stated that “Not only is it a 
really fun and easy sport to 
learn, but I also associate it 
with a lot of  memories that I 
made with my family when I 
was younger.” Junior Claire 
Zhu also states how a lot of  
her best memories during 
the wintertime are from ski 
trips with family and friends. 
Snowboarding gained 15% 
of  the votes, while ice hockey 

Snow Much Fun!
by Rachel Lee

earned only 3.6% of  the 
votes. Despite this, junior 
Alex Hoshino represents the 
small percentage of  voters by 
testifying that “hockey has to 
be one of  the best winter sports 
because of  the exhilarating 
feeling you get whether you are 
watching or playing the game.”

The “other” option received 
17.5% of  the votes. The 
fourteen out of  the eighty 
students included responses 
about other winter season 
sports at East Brunswick 
High School, like winter track 
and swimming. Obviously 
when one is asked, “What is 
your favorite winter sport?” 

Rachel Lee
East Brunswick students were asked which winter sport they enjoyed the most!

East Brunswick Youth Council
Some students enjoy taking a snow tubing trip!

swimming and winter track are 
not usually the first options to 
come to mind. Junior Sabrina 
May expresses her frustration 
regarding this as “swimming 
is an underdog sport which 
no one realizes is actually an 
all-season sport, including 
winter. We work hard and 
get sick from being wet in the 
cold. We have to make sure 
that we balance our pool time, 
study time, and we’re left with 
barely any time left for sleep.” 
Although not commonly 
recognized as “winter 
sports,” it is clear that there 
is more variety in activities 
than one would expect.

Throughout the history of  
the N.B.A, the association 
has witnessed a plethora of  
players who have made names 
for themselves and have set 
the highest of  records to 
become important memories 
after leaving the game. One 
such person, Chris Bosh, has 
spent most of  his professional 
basketball career achieving 
these goals. Yet, he has been 
slowed down due to recurring 
health issues. Arian Foster, a 
football running back for the 
Miami Dolphins, announced 
retirement on Monday, 
October 24, 2016, and wrote, 
“there comes a time in every 
athlete’s career when his 
ambition and body are no 
longer on the same page” 
(bigstory.ap.org). Similar to 
Bosh’s present situation, Foster 
was dealing with hamstring 
and groin issues this season, 
which ultimately caused Foster 
to leave the game and “walk 
away with peace” (bigstory.
ap.org). Bosh, at the moment, 
is battling the spread of  blood 
clots in his body after suffering 
a calf  injury that sidelined him 
for most of  the 2015-2016 
season. Although his chances 

of  acquiring his position in 
the game continue to diminish, 
Bosh tries to remain positive, 
stating on Tuesday, October 
11, 2016: “I’m going to try to 
play basketball...always have to 
fight for the things you really 
want to do and the thing that 
you love” (sun-sentinel.com). 
Bosh, who failed his physical 
to be clear for training camp 
in August, has a much reduced 
chance of  ever playing in the 

N.B.A again, as one hard fall 
can be dangerous to his health. 

Although Chris Bosh 
may be nearing an end to his 
basketball career because of  
the prolonged presence of  the 
blood clots, he was still able to 
form an incredibly successful 
career. Bosh began his run as a 
superstar forward and center, 
being picked by the Toronto 
Raptors fourth overall in 
the 2003 N.B.A. Draft from 

Georgia Tech. From there, 
Bosh has consumed the 
N.B.A with his overall skillful 
character and his domination 
on the court. Throughout his 
career, playing six years on the 
Raptors and now 5 years on the 
Heat, Bosh has been honored 
many awards to fully portray 
his superiority on the court. 
Specifically, Chris Bosh has 
won two championship rings, 
both with the Miami Heat, in 

Chris Bosh’s Declining Health and Career
by Ethan Rosen

the 2011-2012 and 2012-2013 
seasons. Additionally, Bosh has 
appeared in the All-Star Game 
11 times, on the All-Rookie 
First Team in his first season, 
and the All-N.B.A Second 
Team in the 2006-2007 season. 
These major accomplishments 
show only the surface of  what 
Bosh has brought to the game 
and cannot sum up how his 
aspirations tremendously 
affected his fans. Sophomore 
Jack Rollman noted, “from 
the moment that the Heat 
traded for Bosh, I have become 
a truly loyal, inspired fan, 
who believes that Bosh has 
had the capabilities to play at 
his high level and should be 
able to continue to fight for 
his basketball life”. Similarly, 
sophomore basketball player 
Seth Warner says, “it’s 
unfortunate that Bosh has had 
to go through this adversity, 
but he has proved over his 
career that he has the ability 
to come back better than ever.” 
Therefore, Bosh, although 
playing through these 
significant injuries, is wanted 
to continue his career in the 
league, to benefit himself, and 
the ones he has affected as well.

nba.com
NBA Player Chris Bosh faces potential difficulties with recent health issues
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On February 10th, 2007, 
Senator Barack Obama 
announced his candidacy for 
president at the Old State 
House in Springfield, Illinois. 
Since then, we have watched 
the Senator defiantly proclaim 
“yes we can” and become a two-
term President, and as his time 
in office draws to a close, many 
have naturally begun to wonder 
how he will be remembered.

For years to come, we will 
debate his economic policies, 
particularly his response 
to the Great Recession, of  
2008 to 2009. His American 
Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act (a $787 billion stimulus) 
increased public spending to 
offset lower private spending, 
thereby providing relief  to 
those affected. One third of  
the stimulus went to tax cuts, 
one third to government 
investments, and one-third 
to aid programs. The act 
created millions of  jobs 
according to the Economic 
Policy Institute, and may 
have helped the nation avoid 
another Great Depression. 

Another defining issue 
of  Obama’s presidency is 
healthcare reform, and his 

Affordable Care Act has 
extended care to more than 18 
million uninsured Americans. 
But critics contend that this act 
represents President Obama’s 
failure to unite the parties as he 
promised: it passed Congress 
without a Republican vote. 

President Obama has also 
addressed more understated 
issues, like energy and 
mental illness. His Climate 
Action Plan, according to 
Politico, “aims to slash power-
sector emissions by 32%.” 

In the field of  mental health, 
President Obama pioneered 
the BRAIN Initiative. This 
project, similar to the Human 
Genome Project, seeks to 
create a comprehensive picture 
of  the brain. Comparing 
President Obama’s approach 
to other Presidents, Ms. 
Nugent, a psychology 
teacher at EBHS, said, “It 
has never been on their radar 
or at the forefront of  their 
initiatives. He has dedicated 
government resources to 

Grading The President
by Elizabeth Jackson

develop unprecedented 
cooperation. [The project] 
is revolutionizing our 
knowledge of  the brain.”

Some take issue with 
President Obama’s actions 
and character. Senior Jatin 
Khona contended that the 
President “has weakened the 
world image of  America,” 
and that he has “been a weak 
leader…, wasn’t presidential 
and…did not set a good 
example.” Others, like junior 
Tony Saad, criticize specific 

policy decisions. Tony believes 
that American attempts to 
engineer democracy, in places 
like Libya and Egypt, have 
been ineffective and have only 
led to further dictatorships 
and spread terrorism in the 
Middle East. He claims that 
“democracy as it is in the 
United States cannot work 
the same way in the Middle 
East and President Obama 
does not understand that.” 

However, Obama does 
have supporters. According to 
junior Sanket Jain, President 
Obama “is a person of  both 
high caliber and courage 
and is not afraid to stand up 
for what he believes,” and 
he “has been sensitive to the 
desires of  many groups.” 
Sanket highlighted President 
Obama’s appointment of  Sonia 
Sotomayor, the first Hispanic 
Supreme Court Justice, 
and Barbara Satin, the first 
transgender member of  the 
President’s Advisory Council.

Whether one supports 
him or not, President Obama 
has made a lasting impact 
on American policy, and the 
upcoming election is in large 
part a referendum on his legacy.

Daily Mail
President Obama pictured over his eight years in office

3D printers have changed the 
world, but what is it? Basically, 
it is the process of  synthesizing 
a 3D object, where layers are 
added continuously by the 
inner workings of  a computer. 
Invented by Chuck Hull, it was 
intended to bring what we see 
on the computer into reality. 
As the invention grows more 
popular, it’s been improved 
and used to help out students 
build and learn at a closer 
angle. In fact, the printer has 
made countless things, such 
as toys, food, jewelry and even 
human organs! Sources such as 
CNN have stated, “Scientists 
are already using the machines 
to print tiny strips of  organ 
tissue. And while printing 
whole human organs for 
surgical transplants is still 
years away, the technology 
is rapidly developing.” 

The use of  plastic instead 
of  organic material makes 
recreating organs much easier. 
Even the long wait for organ 
donors could be cut down with 
the use of  3D printers. Plus, 
the ability to recreate organs 
has also served in helping 
students learn anatomy in 
medical schools. Rather than 

spend money on hard-to-get 
cadavers, medical professionals 
are using 3D printers to give 
students the same in depth 
look at anatomy and the 

body. The models are just as 
accurate, available in a shorter 
amount of  time than cadavers 
and are reproducible. Now 
teachers can make the same 
copy of  anatomical correct 
models to teach students 

before using cadavers or using 
too many at once. Students 
are able to learn and create 
replicated organs, small or 
big, diseased or healthy.

3D printers can benefit 
students everywhere. Here 
in EBHS, art teachers are 
thinking of  the possibilities 
a 3D printer could have in 
their classes. For instance, 
Ms. Hanania, an art teacher 

Bringing Pixels to Life
by Julia del Pozo

at EBHS talks about how she 
would utilize 3D printers if  she 
had them in her class, “ In my 
pottery class students could 
actually fabricate their own 

tools to use on their individual 
designs.  I could see the 
students using the 3D printer 
to embellish their sculptures 
to incorporate plastic parts 
as a decorative element or 
create functional parts such as, 

hinges, or plugs that fit their 
vessel’s dimensions.” In fact, 
Ms. Hanania finds that having 
3D printers could provide 
more math, science and even 
engineering classes that 
explore the possible uses of  
3D printing! In fact, even Ms. 
Kasten, another art teacher in 
EBHS, finds that 3D printers 
could prove ‘interesting’ both 
in her class and the school 
as a whole. She says, “Artists 
with a firm grasp of  the 
fundamentals of  design are 
the best candidates to use such 
an expensive new technology. 
I believe if  the school were 
to invest in this equipment 
it should be reserved for 
students enrolled in the more 
advanced workshop classes.” 

Having 3D printers could 
have a major impact on the 
development of  the school. Art 
teachers in East Brunswick 
High school find that they 
could re-imagine their 
classes by having students 
create models with the 3D 
printer, as well as letting 
them find new and creative 
ways to sculpt, draw and 
assemble their artwork to the 
extent of  their imagination!

all3dp.com
3D printed objects can be printed to any shape, filling many niches in daily life
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Taking a look around, one 
may notice that the halls 
have recently been filled with 
denim jackets, chokers, mom 
jeans, and silk slip dresses-- 
the 80s and 90s are back and 
are once again dominating the 
style choices of  millennials.  

So why this rediscovered 
taste for past decades? These 
clothes conspired to construct 
a notable hallmark of  the 
era: authenticity and comfort. 
Staples like the once-notorious 
mom jeans and oversized 
flannels are now making a 
sweeping comeback due to 
their bold colors, casual fit, 
and endless possibilities. 
Junior Sasha Kotlik embraces 
the 90s aesthetic because it 
“offers an effortlessly laid back 
yet put together look.” Her 
favorite go-to pieces include 
“chokers, bomber jackets, 
and graphic tees. They’re 
just so versatile and look 
good paired with anything,” 
shared Sasha, adding that 
she is beyond excited that 
this year’s homecoming 
theme is “decades.” 

Senior and fashion mogul 
Blake Skerrit is not afraid to 
experiment with trends from 

different decades while making 
it his own by pairing a pair of  
classic overalls with a modern 
blazer. He embodies the look 
of  the 90s and expresses his 

love for the style, commenting, 
“the fashion was less about 
what’s trendy or what’s hot 
and more about how a person 
could express oneself  visually. 

Clothes from the 80s and 90s 
were bright and bold, and 
people just didn’t care about 
how they were perceived, 
they were simply living to 
live, and self  expression was 
praised.” While old styles are 
making a blast from the past, 
East Brunswick High School 
students are clearly not afraid 
to add new, personal twists 
as a form of  self-expression 
and a fashion statement.
For those who have lived 
through the era, there is a sense 
of  nostalgia as these styles 
perpetually change throughout 
the years. Teachers, such as Ms. 
Kasten, who have witnessed 
this style first-hand note how 
“the style is now modernized 
to accustom the youth, it 
still retains its characteristic 
brightness and boldness that 
make it fun and expressive.”

This resurgence of  retro 
trends is not limited to just 
fashion; the film and television 
industry is also seeing a rise in 
popularity of  shows that bring 
back the nostalgia the 80s 
and 90s. For example, Netflix 
original series Stranger Things 
became a huge hit this summer. 
Set in the 80s, it centers 

Fashion Flashback
by Fiona Lu 

around the government 
conspiracies of  a small town in 
Indiana and explores sci-fi and 
supernatural themes that were 
prevalent during this time. 
Avid fans like junior Rebecca 
Lee appreciate the show’s 
“cozy-glow atmosphere and 
many references to 80s pop 
culture, such as Dungeons and 
Dragons, E.T. and Star Wars,” 
but notes that “they do not 
overshadow the main plot.” 
Junior Michelle Li shares a 
mutual love for Stranger Things 
and reflects, “I wish more 
shows would incorporate the 
music, styles, and raw topics 
that were popular before all of  
this reality TV trash came out.” 

Although the 80s and 
90s have long since passed, 
their spirit and character 
lives on. Even in our own 
East Brunswick High School, 
different decades scattered 
the halls in the form of  
decorations in preparation 
for the Homecoming Dance.
Their revolutionary nature 
allows for generations of  the 
past to remain perpetually 
relevant with teenagers 
today as an important  
means of  defining ourselves.

Steve Tomori
Senior Steve Tomori works iconic past fashion trends into his 
personal style

High school: A tumultuous, 
yet rewarding four years of  
revelation, trial and error, 
study, and accomplishment. 
Classes are becoming 
increasingly more arduous, 
college is looming just around 
the corner, and obligations are 
surfacing faster than the mind 
can register. If  this is the case, 
are high school relationships 
worth the required time, effort, 
and commitment? Are they 
intended to be permanent, or 
are they just a toe-dip into the 
waters of  responsibility and 
promise?

Senior Tom Gambino 
admits that in life, “nothing 
is meant to last,” including 
love. Life does not come 
with instructions that map 
out all of  the minutiae, all 
of  the characteristics of  an 
individual’s life. Life is prone 
to change and progression. 
And, in that sense, the same 
can be understood regarding 
relationships. “Something is 
not beautiful,” he continues, 
“because it lasts forever, but 
because it is a privilege,” while 
it is currently happening.

Stasia Banker, a junior at 
EBHS, has been dating her 

boyfriend since January of  
her freshman year. Regarding 

high school relationships, she 
concedes that they are not, in 

fact, pointless. “Relationships 
teach you how to grow and 
[help] you find out who you 
are.” She believes that dating 
allows teenagers to determine 
what qualities are admirable 
in a partner, helping them 
to piece together their own 
“puzzle” of  preference. In turn, 
she adds that relationships also 
help teenagers gain experience 
in the dating world. Her 
personal experience, she 
continues, has taught her the 
importance of  independence, 
as dating “goes along with 
responsibility.” With over a 
year of  commitment under 
her belt, she has been able to 
discover her own individual 
perspectives on both happiness 
and life. To those who 
deem teenage relationships 
as inconsequential and 
insignificant, she replies 
with a firm, but respectful 
disagreement. They are 
simply a personal preference. 
“Everyone grows at a different 
pace,” she asserts. “If  someone 
comes along your path, it’s for 
a reason, whether that be good 
or bad.”

Although both Tom 
and Stasia address the 

The Date Debate
by Julia Sullivan

benefits of  dating, many 
people would argue that 
teenagers are ultimately too 
young, immature, or even 
irresponsible to commit to 
another person, let alone find 
a balance between that and the 
responsibilities of  school.

Junior Arzoo Kapil politely 
counters that dating, “is not 
much of  a value since [high 
schoolers] are so young.” She 
admits that there are more 
important things to focus 
on as a high school student, 
especially “building a future, 
as things such as dating can be 
done later in life.”

The fact of  the matter is 
that teenage relationships are 
simply a personal choice. If  
an individual wants to devote 
his or her time and energy 
to caring for another at such 
a young age, then he or she 
should feel welcomed to do so. 
The same goes for the contrary. 
Dating is not a required 
aspect of  the high school 
experience. High school can be 
just as exciting, stressful and 
rewarding while single. What 
works for one might not work 
for another, and that should be 
universally understood.

Nikhil Sadaranganey
Junior couple Nikhil Sadaranganey and Maansi Desphande attend 
garba together!


